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had proved so successful For the organisation was there,
and all that was necessary to carry on Rintelen's methods
was the guiding hand, and the needful cash.
But his hopes were unfounded. Papen was much too
busy with his own notions to pursue Rintelen's at all
seriously. There was only one result of the transfer of
Rintelen's activities to Papen : at a later date Rintelen's
former assistants, now collaborating with Papen, w;ere
arrested by the Americans. For, after the arrest of their
former chief, his assistants saw that certain documents and
vouchers were not safe with them. They handed them all
over to Herr von Papen for him to destroy or keep as
evidence. Some of these files he took with him on his
return journey to Germany, and so they fell into English
hands. Some of them he had sent to Palestine a year or
two later, when they likewise fell into the hands of the
English. But this will be dealt with in detail later.
Bogus Passports
Although Captain von Papen must have realised that
the kind of sabotage carried on by Rintelen was not only
much more prudent but infinitely more effective than the
variety that he himself tried, either from jealousy or vanity
he does not appear to have pursued it any further. He
seems to have transferred his energies to another sphere.
What he did here may have been successfully carried out
by numerous colleagues of his in war time or peace time,
without there being any cause to reproach them with it.
But its first use proved to be incriminating when it was
brought up as evidence. For a military attache e dare *
do anything so long as he is not found out. But when he
is caught, the taint of guilt is not confined to him alone;
it touches his employers too.
Herr von Papen was forthwith accused by the American
Press of issuing bogus passports with the object of enabling
German nationals in America, who wished to enlist in the
army or navy, to return home.
The procedure was usually this.    Individual Germans